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he has been able to skin both Indians and Christians,
not leaving a single peso in all the kingdom of New
Granada that he has not stolen for himself. We
shall see who will give the strict account God will
require. I truly believe that the hardest and
most rigorous will be that which the Comendador
must give, and those of the Council who had so much
respect for his wishes. They knew what manner
of man Don Luis Alonso de Lugo was, from the
evidence in the process which his own father
instituted against him. Knowing all this, they
yet gave the knife of justice to a man so bad as
this man. As the Licentiate Cerrato has sent your
Majesty an account of his wicked deeds, I do not
desire to say more/

This is certainly a damning indictment of the
shamelessly corrupt practice of Secretary Cobo
under the influence of his wife and sister-in-law.
The man himself must have had an amount of
audacious assurance, which is perfectly astounding,
and, it must be assumed, some outward grace of
manner which endeared him to those powerful
ladies of the Court of Charles V. He was also a
favourite of Prince Philip and of the Duke of Alva.

Lugo was not only allowed to evade justice and
retain his plunder, but he received an excellent